The Story of British Diplomacy
first Earl of Stanhope, and the Spanish ecclesiastic, Cardinal Alberoni. The pair started as friends, even colleagues; they were forced Into rivalry. European diplomacy became a duel between the two. " Five years of peace will suffice to raise Spain to an equality with the greatest nations of the earth." The man who made this boast, Alberoni, a poor gardener's son who, in 1/14, had risen to the Spanish premiership, had an appearance and manner as remarkable as his career. His head, disproportionately large for his body, might have suggested a comic monstrosity of the pantomimic stage. His habits were coarse even for a Spanish peasant of that period. He systematically posed as a blend of the toady and the merry-andrew that he might take his rivals and. opponents off their guard. They had reason to regret it if he succeeded, for none of his contemporaries could afford to give him a single point. 1 laving become Bishop of Parma, he was sent by his patron, the Duke of Parma, to confer with the Due cle Venclomc, a soldier as infamous for the coarseness of his manners and the foulness of his speech as he was renowned for his skill and courage in the field. Alberoni saw the situation at a glance and knew intuitively how to deal with his man. Suiting himself to Vendome's characteristic humours, and outdoing him in his own accomplishments, Alberoni issued from the interview as a conqueror from a fight. Henceforth his career was secure. His cardinal's cap came about the same time that Philip V. ma.de him prime minister. His policy had for its earliest motive the recovery for Spain of her lost Italian provinces and the restoration of the
supremacy  she  had   reached   when   Charles   V.   ex~
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